Total registration of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and Hodgkin's disease in Scotland: effect of deprivation and caseload on outcome.
All cases S16 years of age with a histological diagnosis of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) and Hodgkin's disease (HD) presented in Scotland between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 1996 were registered prospectively in the Scotland and Newcastle Lymphoma Group database by a process of total registration. The census population of Scotland in 1996-1997 was 5.1 million. One thousand seven hundred and sixty three patients were registered with NHL and 350 patients with HD. These patients have been followed up for a median of 47 months in the case of NHL and 51 months for HD cases. Actuarial 5-year survival for adult NHL was 35% and for HD, 75%. Outcome for both NHL and HD was particularly poor in the population over 60 years with median survival of 18 months for NHL and 27 months for HD. When analysis of survival was related to degree of material deprivation using the Carstairs score a significantly poorer survival was seen for NHL with increasing deprivation that could not be explained by a different pattern of age or stage at presentation. Deprivation had no impact on incidence or survival in HD. Analysis of impact of caseload of the physician initiating therapy showed no significant difference in 5-year survival.